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OBITUARIES

 Wish to thank everyone for all acts of kindness, love and 
support during his illness and passing.
 Special thanks to Bruington-Jenkins-Sturgeon Funeral 
Home, Kathy and staff at Home Plate Restaurant, Mary Barr 
for the  owers and Hosparus of Central Kentucky for their help 
and support.

The Ross family appreciated 
everyone for all they did for us.

Monk Ross
The family of

FRANCES VIOLA (HARDESTY) 
BENNETT

Frances Viola (Hard-
esty) Bennett, 97, passed 
peacefully September 
7, 2016, after a rich and 
gratifying life.

She was born August 
29, 1919 in Brandenburg, 
Ky., the daughter of Jake 
and Sarah Viola (Knott) 
Hardesty.

It was in Brandenburg that she met and mar-
ried James William Bennett and then they 
moved to Louisville. They celebrated 48 years of 
marriage, until his death in 1986.

She is survived by two sons and two daughters: 
Retired Major Jacob Michael Bennett (Marsha 
Jean Logan) of Prattville, Ala.; Dr. Francis An-
thony Bennet (Dr. Linda Ruth Rapp) of Roches-
ter, N.Y.; James Harriett Bennett Alvey Bidwell, 
of Pleasant Hill, Calif., and Rebecca Ann Ben-
nett Seidl (Gerald Lee “Jerry”), of Louisville, Ky. 
She is also survived by seven grandchildren, 10 
great-grandchildren, step-grandchildren, and 
great-great-granchildren.

Burial was at St. George Cemetery in Bran-
denburg, Ky.

The family requests that donations be made in 
Frances’ name to WHAS Crusade for Children, 
520 W. Chestnut St., Louisville, KY 40202., 
www.whascrusade.org, or Hosparus, PO Box 
35425, Louisville, KY 40232-9892, www.ho-
sparus.org.

RUBY MAE SHERRARD BERRY

Ruby Mae Sherrard 
Berry, 90, of Rineyville, 
Ky. passed away Sept. 7, 
2016 at Hardin Memo-
rial Hospital, Elizabeth-
town, Ky.

She was a member of 
Blue Ball Baptist Church, 
Rineyville, Ky. She was

a beloved mother, 
grandmother, great grandmother, great great 
grandmother.

Some of her hobbies include: taking care of 
flowers, gardening, canning, and cooking for her 
family.

She was preceded in death by her husband of 
70 years, Willie Judson Berry; a daughter, Dona 
Gayle Whelan; one son, Willie Judson Berry, Jr.; 
her parents, Will and Lizzie Sherrard; her broth-
ers, Charles Sherrard, Richard Sherrard, Albert 
Sherrard, Forrest Sherrard, James Sherrard; one 
sister, Hellen Sherrard Norris; a son-in-law, 
Roger Miller; two grandchildren;  and two great 
grandchildren.

Survivors include three daughters, Nannie 
Dohn and her husband, Fred, Betty Miller, Lisa 
Cornett and her husband, Glen all of Rineyville, 
Ky; one son in law, Jimmy Whelan; two sisters, 
Christine Hall, Frances Hall both of Elizabeth-
town, Ky; 13 grandchildren; 24 great-grandchil-
dren; eight great-great-grandchildren (with two 
on the way); a beloved pet, Kami; several nieces, 
nephews and a host of friends.

Funeral services were held on September 12, 
2016 at the chapel of Coffey and Chism Funeral 
Home, Vine Grove, Ky. Burial followed in the 
Blue Ball Cemetery, Rineyville, Ky.

In lieu of flowers donation can be made to the 
Blue Ball Baptist Church Cemetery Fund.

Condolences can be expressed online at www.
coffeyandchism.com

JAMES RICHARD “J.R.” DOWELL

James Richard “J.R.” Dowell, 73, Guston, Ky., 
passed away on September 08, 2016, at Hardin 
Memorial Hospital in Elizabethtown, Ky.  

He was a former member of the Harrison 
Masonic Lodge #122 F. and A.M.

He is survived by his wife, Margaret Dowell; 
four children, Richard St. Clair Dowell, Sher-
man Wathen Dowell, Penny Critchelow, all of 
Hardinsburg, Ky., Bryan Dowell, New Jersey; 
four step children, Debbie Leitner, Flaherty, 
Ky., Crystal Young, Mt. Washington, Ky., Ricky 
Dowell, LaGrange, Ky., Karen Hendrickson, 
Hodgenville, Ky.; and many grandchildren and 
great grandchildren.

Funeral services were held on Sept. 10 at the 
chapel of the Hager Funeral Home, with Rev. 
Gary Hendrickson officiating.  Burial followed 
in Buck Grove Cemetery.  

Online condolences may be left at www.
hagerfuneralhome.com.

JOHN WALTER HELLHAKE

John Walter Hellhake, 61, of Battletown, Ky., 
formerly of Eminence, passed away on Septem-
ber 7, 2016, at his residence.  

He was retired from Waterford, Mich., Parks 
and Recreation; was a member of the Knights 
of Columbus, St. Teresa Council 2282; was an 
honorary member of the Battletown Fire De-
partment; and was a tireless volunteer for St. 
John the Apostle and St. Mary of Magdalen 
Parishes as well as Eminence Schools in Emi-
nence, Ky.  He loved cowboys, John Wayne, 
John Deere and his many trains.  Although he 
was mentally challenged, he never let that keep 
him from living and loving life.  He never met 
a stranger and brought such joy to everyone that 
was fortunate enough to cross his path.

He is survived by his parents, John and Eliza-
beth Hellhake, Danville, Ky.; his siblings, Cher-
yl Ann (Mike) Harley, Battletown, Ky., Rich-
ard Michael (Karol) Hellhake, Bradenton, Fla., 
Laurel Elizabeth Hellhake, Waterford, Mich., 
Susan Irene Hellhake-Edson, Milford, MI; two 
special nephews, Jett and Jagger Edson, Milford, 
Mich.; Mike’s parents, with whom he was very 
close, Martin and Margaret Harley; several oth-
er nieces and nephews; and many, many friends.

A Mass of Christian Burial was held on Sept. 
10 at St. Mary Magdalen of Pazzi Catholic 
Church, with Rev. George Illikkal and Deacon 
Greg Beavin officiating.  

In lieu of flowers, expressions of sympa-
thy may take the form of contributions to the 
WHAS Crusade for Children.  

Online condolences may be left at www.
hagerfuneralhome.com.

JOSEPH NORVIN “BUZZO” 
LANCASTER

Joseph Norvin “Buz-
zo” Lancaster, 76, of 
Flaherty, KY passed 
away Sep. 6, 2016 at the 
Baptist Health Hospital, 
Louisville, Ky.

He was a member 
of St. Martin of Tours 
Catholic Church, Fla-
herty, Ky., and enjoyed 

working with classic cars.
He was preceded in death by one brother, 

Ronnie Lancaster.
Survivors include his wife of 55 years, Sue 

Lancaster of Flaherty, Ky.; four children, Sandy 
Smith and her husband Kenton of Branden-
burg, Ky., Donna Lynch of Brandenburg, Ky., 
Jody Lancaster and his wife, Julie of Flaherty, 
Ky., Jamey Lancaster and his wife, Debbie of 
Flaherty, Ky.; 13 grandchildren; three great 
grandchildren; two brothers, Bobby Lancaster, 
Donnie Lancaster; two sisters, Dorothy Jean 
Robbins, Mary Ann Vowels; and a host of fam-
ily and friends.

A Mass of Christian Burial was held on Sept. 
11, 2016 at St. Martin of Tours Catholic Church 
with Rev. Kevin J. Bryan officiating. Burial fol-
lowed, in the church cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to 
the St. Martin Church Playground Fund.

Condolences can be expressed online at www.
coffeyandchism.com

PAULA LEATHERS

Paula Leathers, 59, of Irvington, Ky., died 
September 3, 2016 at her residence. 

She was born July 12, 1957 to the late Robert 
and Ann Hockman. 

She was preceded in death by a son Mike Day 
and a daughter April Leathers.  

She is survived by a fiancé Samuel McCoy; 
two children Tonya Wright and Kristie Godby; 
three sisters Tina Booth, Cindy Duvall, and 
Debbie Roberts;  brother Bobby Hockman; sev-
en grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren.

Cremation was chosen by the family. Alexan-
der Funeral Home handled the arrangements.

WARNER MCELROY

Warner McElroy , 70, of Louisville, Ky., was 
born Sept. 23, 1945 to the late John I. McElroy 
and Lettie B. (Rooks) McElroy and returned to 
his Heavenly Father Sept. 10, 2016.

He was a former employee for Bullitt County 
E.M.S. and an U.S. Army Veteran.

He leaves to cherish his memory four sons: 
Jeff McElroy of Louisville, Ky.; Greg McElroy 
of Jacksonville,Fla.; Eric McElroy of Rineyville, 
Ky., and Brian McElroy of Louisville, Ky. Grand-
children: Ellie McElroy and Joey McElroy of  
Jacksonville, Fla; two brothers; Roger (Irlene) 
McElroy of Harned, Ky., and Gary McElroy of 
Louisville, Ky.;  and five sisters; Barbara Bennett 
of Fairdale, Ky.;  Joyce Noe of Brandenburg, Ky.; 
Iva Cox of Shepherdsville, Ky.; Wanda (Niram) 
Terrell of Brandenburg, Ky., and Nelda (Ed-
ward) Bratcher of Shepherdsville, Ky., and a host 
of nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.

A Memorial service will be held Sept. 17, 
2016 at 10 a.m.  at the Meade County General 
Baptist Church, 2880 New Highland Church 
Road, Brandenburg, Ky.     

Cremation was chosen.
Expressions of sympathy may be donations 

to Hosparus,  3532 Ephraim McDowell Drive, 
Louisville, KY 40205.

MARY JEAN MCMILLIAN

Mary Jean McMillian, 96, of Radcliff, Ky., 
passed away September 11, 2016 at the Signa-
ture of North Hardin.

She was preceded in death by her husband, 
James M. McMillian.

Survivors include: her only son, James L. Mc-
Millian and his wife, Pat of Radcliff, Ky.; two 
grandchildren, James Christopher McMillan 
and his wife, Jenny, Jamie R. Harris and her hus-
band, Michael; and seven great-grandchildren.

There will be a private graveside service at a 
later date.

 NATHANIEL AARON STANLEY
 

Nathaniel Aaron Stanley, 64, of Radcliff died 
September 6, 2016 at Hardin Memorial Hospital 
of Elizabethtown, Ky.  

Captain Stanley served in the U. S. Army.  He 
was a graduate of Western Kentucky University.

He is survived by two sons: Tory Nelson Stanley 
and Aaron Charles Stanley; his father, Nathaniel 
Harold Stanley; his mother, Ella Yvonne (Upshur) 
Stanley; two sisters, Antonette Hart Stanley and 
Paulette Jacqueline Stanley; and a host of  friends.

A memorial service was held on Sept. 14 at 
Nelson-Edelen-Bennett Funeral Home, Radcliff, 
Ky., with Rev. Leo Fain officiating.  

Condolences may be expressed online at www.
nebfh.com.

So far, we’ve 
explored three of 
Jesus’s hard state-
ments (John 3:3; Luke 
14:26; and John 19:11). 
Finally, we’ll turn our 
attention Matthew 
7:21-23, “Not everyone 
who says to me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, 
but the one who does 
the will of my Father 
who is in heaven. 22 
On that day many will 
say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, 
did we not prophesy 
in your name, and cast 
out demons in your 
name, and do many 
mighty works in your 
name?’ 23 And then 
will I declare to them, ‘I 
never knew you; depart 
from me, you workers 
of lawlessness’” (ESV). 
Wow… I really saved 
a good one for last, 
huh? Jesus is pulling no 
punches here, clearly 
saying there will be 
many on judgment day 
who were very accom-
plished religiously in 
their lifetimes, but who 
were in the end, never 
really known by Jesus.

There’s so much 
to say here; I have to 
choose only a couple of 
observations to clarify. 
I’ll begin with what 
is perhaps the most 
surprising. We’ll be 
shocked by it because so 
much of our religious 
rhetoric swirls around 
the idea that WE know 
God. We focus on what 
WE do toward HIM. 
But the Bible is very 
often going in precisely 
the opposite direc-
tion. Here’s the thing: 
It matters far more 
that Jesus knows YOU 
than it does that you 
know (about) Him. He 
said something subtle 
and similar in John 
10:27, “My sheep hear 
my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow 
me” (ESV). Pay close 
attention: it’s JESUS 
who does the knowing. 
His sheep do the FOL-
LOWING. Are you 
somebody who knows 
a lot about Jesus OR 
are you somebody who 

Minister’s Corner 
By CHRIS 
WILSON

Payneville
Baptist 
Church

actually follows him?
Back to Matthew: 

there are many, many 
people doing many, 
many religious things 
every day in the world 
and in churches, and 
they’re doing them 
(they think) “in Jesus’s 
name.” BUT, somehow, 
in a way that causes me 
to pray for the church 
with terror and hope, 
many of them are 
NOT right with God; 
Jesus doesn’t know 
them. Are you some-
one who is trusting in 
your good deeds, your 
morality, even your 
religious activities to 
make you right with 
God? I hope you will 
NOT find yourself in 
this company on the 
last day hearing from 
Jesus “I don’t know 
who you are.” Friends, 
it’s just not enough 
to SAY that Jesus is 
our Lord. We have to 
ACTUALLY follow 
Him like underlings 
follow a superior. Are 
YOU following Christ? 
Or are you working 
lawlessness… even at 
church?

It has been my aim, 
though I’ve been very 
frank, to write these 
pieces for your encour-
agement this month, 
and surely there are 
many other hard say-
ings of Jesus at which 
we could’ve looked 
(John 6:44; 8:44; Mark 
10:25; etc), but let 
me simply conclude 
this series by clarify-
ing something. I’ve 
been labeling some of 
Jesus’s statements as 
“offensive.” At the end 
of the day, when it’s a 
perfect, sinless person 
making statements, 
we can’t really say the 
STATEMENTS are 
offensive. We should 
instead recognize the 
statements are simply 
TRUE. It’s the hear-
ers who (wrongly) 
TAKE offense, and in 
so doing, show how 
sinful we are, how 
much in need of a 
forgiving savior we 
truly stand. Are you 
offended by Jesus? Or 
are you relieved and 
overjoyed that He has 
spoken such life-saving 
truth (John 8:32) and 
granted you the grace 
to believe it (Ephesians 
2:8-9)? Blessings.

“Let us lay aside every encumbrance of sin which clings 
to us and persevere in running the 

race which lie ahead.”
Ref:  We have to decide to change first, 

then move forward.  
   Prayer: Father, I need you strength. Amen.

Deacon Greg
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